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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a picture with high quality by detecting 
a portion with high level of a luminance signal, controlling a 
gain of a contour emphasis signal of a picture, adding the 
contour emphasis signal subject to gain control and an 
inputted luminance signal and applying compression to the 
sum signal while the gain of a high brightness portion of the 
sum signal is decreased in response to the high luminance 
detection signal. 

CONSTITUTION: A contour emphasis signal circuit 2 
generates a contour emphasis signal of a picture from a 
luminance signal, a high luminance detection circuit 7 detects 
a portion higher than a luminance level of the luminance 
signal and the detected high luminance detection signal 
controls the gain of the contour emphasis signal. Then the 
controlled contour emphasis signal is added to the luminance 
signal and the gain of the high brightness portion of the sum 
signal is decreased in response to the high luminance 
detection signal and the result is compressed. Thus, a picture 
with high quality and clear contour is obtained even from the 
high brightness portion. 
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